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Viral outbreaks occur yearly in every community with some garnering more attention than others. 
Examples of viral outbreaks include norovirus, chickenpox, measles, influenza, and most recently 
the novel coronavirus. Whether it is localized to one community or has been elevated to a pandemic 
level, schools have an important role in slowing the spread of a viral outbreak.

Schools serve students, staff, and visitors from throughout the community. All of these people 
may have close contact in the school setting, often sharing spaces, equipment, and supplies with 
one another. It is important to note that certain 
communicable diseases require mandatory 
reporting to local public health departments. 
A list of such communicable diseases can be 
found on the California Department of Public 
Health website. In these cases, school districts 
should seek guidance from their local public 
health department. 

School districts are encouraged to include viral 
outbreaks in their comprehensive school safety 
plans, which are required to be updated each 
March with input from local first responders and 
community stakeholders. Teachers are often at 
the front line of any type of viral outbreak, so 
ensuring they are aware of your plan is crucial.

 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/pandemic-flu/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/pandemic-flu/php/fed-gov-planning/community-mitigation.html
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ss/vp/safeschlplanning.asp
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https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/PSB/Pages/CommunicableDiseaseControl.aspx
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Ensure the district’s emergency operation plan and the comprehensive school safety plans includes 
the following best practices:

For additional questions, please contact Risk Control.
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